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Executive Summary

This monthly report is from the Office of Health Equity in the Virginia Department of HealtfiVDH).
It provides anoverview of vaccination equity in theCommonwealth of Virginia, including key
equity accomplishments, forJanuary2023.

Federal Emergency Management Agey (FEMA), namely Delaware, the District dZolumbia,
Maryland, Peansylvania, and West Virginia. Additionally, his report explores vaccine trends over
time, vaccination hesitancy, and equity considerations for vaccine distribution. An overview of
recentlegislative, executive, and administrative actions is also included. Key findings include:

Impact of the Omicron VarianBA.5
1 Atthe end of Julgnd August the BA.5 variant was responsible for over half of all cases in
Virginia, according to CD@stimates Source Sourcs.
1 Inearly December, thBQ.1 and BQ.1@micron variants were responsible for nearly 70% of
new COVIEL9 cases in the U.S. and public health experts are concerned alaradyCOVID
19 surgein Chinathat could lead to new subvariantéSource Sourcs.

Trends inAverage Daily Cases
1 As ofDecember 24, 2022,the highestaveragenumberof daily cases iVirginia for the month
was23.03cases per 100,000 people @ecember21st (Sourcd.

Vaccination Rates
f Atthe end oDecembe022,736m 1 /&£ 6 E O C Hdnwdsduly vazdinatén] oh
6,319,894 people(Sourcs.

Impacts on Children

1 As ofDecember 2®,2022,105 individuals younger than 20 have died from COVIB in
Virginia (Sourc§.

1 CDC datashowsthat three out of every four kids in Virginia has had COMI® (Sourcg.

9 Statewide ratedor Virginia show that students have fallen behind on their routine school
immunizations during the pandemidt is yet another grim reminder of how the pandemic has
indirectly and directly impacted life foWirginians (Sourcg.

1 OnJuly 148, 2022 Goverror Youngkin announced updated guidance on quarantine
recommendations for people exposed to CO¥fin K-12 schools, child care, and camp
settings. The revised guidansgates that quarantine is no longer recommended for
asymptomatic individuals who werex@osed to COVHD9-infected individuals in these settings
(Sourcs.

i This winter, sudents are facing a wave of fliilke symptoms causing many absences in schools
across the CommonwealtfSource Sourcg.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/health-equity/
https://richmond.com/news/local/newest-covid-variant-ba-5-is-spreading-fast-in-virginia-experts-are-unsure-what-impact/article_bf9cdb3b-42b3-5317-bb2b-b6f3e8b6829f.html
https://www.whsv.com/2022/08/28/cdc-releases-new-covid-19-numbers-among-young-virginians/
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/12/09/covid-omicron-bq-xbb-subvariants-causing-more-than-70percent-of-infections.html
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2022/12/20/fmr-fda-commissioner-concerned-covid-19-variants-in-china-could-become-dominant-in-the-us.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-cases/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.whsv.com/2022/08/28/cdc-releases-new-covid-19-numbers-among-young-virginians/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2022/08/26/student-vaccination-measles-polio-school/
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2022/july/name-937327-en.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/stafford-high-school-virginia-flu-disease-outbreak/
https://www.bdtonline.com/news/illnesses-prompt-tazewell-county-schools-to-go-virtual-for-two-days/article_1ef2aeb2-774f-11ed-8d71-d7a4c8ab1cee.html

1. Key Equity Announcements and Critical Updates

This section details equityrelated announcements regarding COVHR9 in the Commonwealth of
Virginia during the month. It also provides information on critical updates relevantto6 EOCET EA8 O
responses to COVIEL9. Equity announcementsand critical updatesfrom Decemberinclude:

1 Decemberl: According toa graphfrom the VDH depicting percent of medical visits for
influenza-like illness, the 20222023 flu season peaked weeks earlier than usual Virginia.
INOVA says the high number of cases are due to the Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSY
and COVIBL9 (Sourcs.

1 December 2:Data from the Virginia Hospital & Healthcare Association (VHHAhows that
COVID19 hospitalizations haveincreasedin the last two weeks. Also, ove880 additional
COVID19 patients were discharged from Virginia hospitals over the past wegfSource.

1 December 2:The Piedmont Health District (PHD) recently released a survey for its
residents. The survey seeks to answdrow residents approach COVIEL9, what they do to
protect themselves, and how they handle vaccines. The sewalso assesses what people
think about booster shots, COVIEL9 testing, wearing masks, and other pandemicelated
issues. Questions include whether residents consider the pandemic to be ov&ofrce.

1 December 4Virginia health officials are saying that vaccine uptake for the latest COVID
booster is slower than with previous boosters. To address this, VDH is working with
localities to text and call people 50 andlder who are eligible to get the booster but likely
have not(Source.

1 December 5:Dr. Brooke Rossheim of VDlhdicated that RSV cases have decreased in
6 EOCET EA AZOAO OAAAEETI C A PAAE8 4EAOAZE OAh EO
OOOEDI AAAT EA6 -OFaBdnfluezh rérdaid 8aused f@ goicern as cases have
not declined recently Sourcé.

1 December 6:Following the Thanksgiving weekend, the Fairfax Health District experienced
an increase in COVIEL9 cases. For most of the fall, cases had plateaued. This is the first time
the weekly average exceeded 200 cases since Septh.1bhis rise comes along with the
closure of mass vaccine clinics and mobile testing siteSpurce.

1 December 7VDH received a multimillion dollar grant to assist nursing homes and long
term care facilitiesin Virginia with ongoing COVIDB19 response Sourcse.

1 December 9:Tazewell County Public Schools announced that it will switch to virtual
learning for two days duetoa®1 AOCA ET AOAAOA ET OEA AiT1 010 1 &
throat, COVIDAT A CAT AOAIT OA Ob Eandidésiritet hot thigthadingadeG ET T 6
the school population(Source.

 December 10:Accordingto FridA U8 © OAPT 0O &£ O OEA 51 EOAOOGEOU 1.
Institute , the Pittsylvania-Danville Health District isin another COVIB19 surge right now.

The report stated that the area ig@xperiencingsustained rapid growth and exceeds recent
infection points8 $ource
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https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/health/virginia-sees-surge-in-flu-cases-other-respiratory-illnesses/3223073/
https://www.wtvr.com/news/coronavirus/covid-19-patients-discharged-virginia-hospitalizations-december-2-2022-weekly-recap
https://www.farmvilleherald.com/2022/12/how-do-you-feel-about-covid-19/
https://www.pilotonline.com/news/health/vp-nw-low-booster-uptake-20221204-bg66vzyq5ndbpojzy5piywrgr4-story.html
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/health/flu-covid-19-high-levels-virginia-rsv-cases-on-the-decline/291-69f1a851-8277-47d3-bda8-2aad88892d6c
https://www.ffxnow.com/2022/12/06/county-sees-jump-in-covid-cases-after-thanksgiving-as-closures-of-vaccine-and-testing-sites-loom/
https://richmond.com/news/state-and-regional/crime-and-courts/federal-rules-say-jails-have-to-provide-opioid-treatment-some-say-virginia-is-falling-short/article_bc423fe7-40d4-56cb-b642-17c89b95f8ef.html
https://www.bdtonline.com/news/illnesses-prompt-tazewell-county-schools-to-go-virtual-for-two-days/article_1ef2aeb2-774f-11ed-8d71-d7a4c8ab1cee.html
https://godanriver.com/news/local/with-trifecta-worry-rising-sovah-health-danvilles-emergency-room-sometimes-filled-to-capacity/article_7b692fc8-77ee-11ed-83e8-534cf45d7fa2.html

1 December 12:n just the past seven days, Virginia has averaged 1,577 newly reported cases
of COVID19 each day.Jerry Tucker with the Chesapeake Health Department s&idVefve
been kind of expecting this, and we may see the numbers get a little worse as time goe$ on
Hospitals around the Commonwealth are reporting more and more patients showing
symptoms of COVIEL9 and are concerned about exceeding capacity as the days go on
(Sourcs.

1 December 13:The Military Circle Mall COVIBL9 Vaccination Clinids closing after being
open for nearly two years and administering over 155,000 vaccines. VDH leadeavie
decided to close the facility and are reevaluating how to approach COVID in the
community after its closing.Paul Brumund, the chief operations officer of Norfolk and
Virginia Beach Health Districtssaid the longterm goal is to vaccinate more vulerable
communities. He said the department is using limited funding to have pharmacies help
OEAI OAAAE OOI 1T AOAAT A AOAASB& orgadirationsxhkd@tiOA x1T OEEIT
departments, and other organizations that want to have a focused effort on w&inating
Ppi DOl AGET T O OEAU xI1 G&uce. EOERG6 " 00 6T A OAEA

1 December 14:0n Wednesday, VDH announced thaek bivalent pediatric COVIB19
vaccinesare available for children ages six months and older. This decision comes after the
Centers for Disease Control and PreventiofCDC) recommended vaccines for ages six
months and otder on Dec. 9 (Source.

1 December 15:Amidst several announcements of closings of vaccine clinics and mobile
testing services VDH announced that it will start shippingriee COVIB19 test kits through
USPS starting December #9There is a limit of four antigen tests per householdVirginians
can order the tests online or by calling the number providedSource.

1 December 16:Fairfax County Health Department announced that its last vaccination clinic
to be open will close this weekendThe health departmenthad previously announced its
two remaining COVID19 vaccine clinics will close in DecembeAfter the closing,the health
department will provide vaccine appointments forchildren agesé months to 4yearsat
district offices. Residents shouldcall the Fairfax County teéalth Department's call center at
703-324-7404 to make an appointmentAlternatively, families can usenww.vaccines.gowto
find other options or talk to their healthcare provider (Sourcé.

 December17! AAT OAET ¢ O OEEO x Ahd&lngis @®hArdetddd feEOT | OE A
eight localities in Virginia. Most of Metro ikhmond remains in the medium level while most
of Virginia is in the low level Source.

December 19Dr. Colin Greene6 EOCET EAG6 O 3 O0OAO0A (AAI Gadthatl I | EOOE]
was published in Winchester Star on December 19 In it, Dr. Greene encourages Virginians
to get their flu vaccines ahead of the holiday§According to CDC estimates, during the
2019-2020 flu sea®n pre-COVIDB19, flu was responsible for 16 million medical visits,
390,000 hospitalizations and 25,000 deatis 6 $ 08 ' OdaAtiflliseasad BviinA O 8
COVID19 precautions in place, flu caused just a fraction of that illnegs. %@DAOOO | EEA $
Greene ae attributing the higher-than-normal flu cases this winter to the fewer COVIR9-
related precautions this year Source.
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https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/covid-19-cases-increase-across-hampton-roads-virginia/291-111f659a-1e1a-4481-affd-b1cfb12f6cb7
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/health/norfolk-health-department-covid-19-clinic-closure/291-e549b33b-771c-422f-87eb-66d60617c5a3
https://www.wavy.com/news/health/vdh-announces-availability-for-covid-19-vaccines-for-ages-six-months-and-older/
https://www.wsls.com/news/local/2022/12/16/vdh-announces-return-of-free-at-home-covid-19-kits/
http://www.vaccines.gov/
https://patch.com/virginia/vienna/where-get-covid-bivalent-booster-when-fairfax-county-clinics-close
https://www.wtvr.com/news/coronavirus/cdc-covid-community-levels-december-15-2022-where-masks-are-recommended-virginia
https://www.winchesterstar.com/winchester_star/open-forum-get-your-flu-shot-before-the-holidays/article_50f49ef6-2380-5b7a-9b5e-44f8c48f0a17.html

f December20; | AAT DEAOI AAEAO AOA AEAAT ET ¢ OEA DPET AE 1
pain-relief medication amongst an increase in RSV, COVID, and flu cases.@ne big
pharmacy chainsare limit ing the amount of children's medicines shoppers can buyBut
James Mitchell, a registered pharmacistho owns and operates Southeast Community
Pharmacy in Newport News said thathe hasbeen havingtrouble restocking brand name
and generic varieties of childen's Tylenol and Motrin(Source.
1 December 21 Fredericksburg-area libraries announced thathey will continue to offer free
at-home rapid COVIBL9 test kits in partnership with VDH Source.
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https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/health/pain-relief-medicine-for-children-scarce-at-local-pharmacies/291-56c6a016-2b71-4a81-8e19-2d8c0911af85
https://vdhweb.vdh.virginia.gov/blog/2022/12/22/vdh-in-the-news-december-22-2022/

1. Vaccination Equity in Virginia

At the end ofDecember over 18 million COVID19 vaccine doses havbeen administeredin
Virginia (Source). With 73.6% of the population fully vaccinated Virginia ranks 11t in the country
for the percentage of the population that has been fiy vaccinated against COVI19 (Source
Sourcd.VirgnEA3 O A£O01 1 U 0O A%, i8 iigheh thak the 68.9% nationaltotaBfully
vaccinated rate Source Sourcg. On averageVirginia is administering approximately 7,816
vaccinationdoses per day (Source).

Figure 1: Vaccinations by Age (One Dose)

Vaccination Count Percent of the Population Vaccinated with At
By Age Group Least One Dose - By Age Group
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Vaccinations for 65+

As seen in Figure 1, VDH reports the following aganges: 6574, 7584, and 85+ Sourcé. At the
end of December 95.2% of those ages 65+ were vaccinateGource).

Vaccinations for Under 45

The reported age ranges in Virginia areéd-4,5-11, 12-15,16-17, 1824, 25-34,and 35-44. As seen
I'T 6% ( 6Q9 dashioard61.2% of thoseaged 517 yearshave been vaccinated with at least
one dose up by 0.2% from last month. 87.3% of individuals older than 5, up by 0.1% since last
month, have beernvaccinated with at least one doseFurthermore,92.6% of the population over the
age of 18 have been vaccinated with at least one dosg by 0.1% from last month. Data are also
reported by each age group for percentages of the population vaccinated withlaast one dose:
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/public-health/states-ranked-by-percentage-of-population-vaccinated-march-15.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations_vacc-people-additional-dose-totalpop
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/public-health/states-ranked-by-percentage-of-population-vaccinated-march-15.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/

13.5% of 0-4 year olds(up from 12.8% last month), 47.1% of 5-11 year olds(up from 47.0%),
76.4% of 12-15 year olds(up from 76.3%), 78.5% of 16-17 year olds(no changg, 79.2% of 18-24
year olds(up from 79.1%), 79.7% of 25-34 year olds(up from 79.6%y), and 84.9% of 35-44 year
olds (no changg (Source.

Race and Ethnicity

Figure 2: Vaccination Count and Percent of Population Vaccinated by Race and Ethnicity
(One Dose)

Vaccination Count Percent of the Eligible Population Vaccinated
By Race and Ethnicity with At Least One Dose - By Race and Ethnicity*
Asian or Pacific Islander . 577,970 Asian or Pacific Islander

Black

Native American | 79911
Native American
Other Race l 333.216 White

oM M 2M iMm 4M 0% 50.0% 100.0% 150.0%
People Vaccinated Percent Vaccinated

Latino

o

Not Reported: 1,008,618

Source

*This daa source does not include population esiates for the Other Race catego No population
estimates are available for oubf-state individuals or those without a reporttlocality. More
information about population estimates can be found at this link:
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/bridged_race.htm

The percentage of Native Americans that are vaccinated can be above 100% for two reasons.

1. There are small numbers of vaccinations and snyadbulation estimates for Native Americans
at the city/county level in Virginia. VDH gets population estimates from the National Center
for Health Statistics (NCHS). For example, there were 3 Native American vaccinations in a
county. Population estimates gahere were only 2 people who identify as Native American in
that same county. This means that the data would say there were 3 vaccinations over 2 people
in the population. This would equal 150%, or a percentage over 100%.

2. Some people may identify that 8y are Native American and multiace when they are getting
their vaccine. They will be categorized as Native American only in the data system. This is
because population estimates from NCHS do not include nralte as an option. If there was a
multi-race option, a person who identified as Native American and muéice would be in the
multi-race population estimates.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/bridged_race.htm

Table 1: Vaccination Distribution by Race and Ethnicity

Race andethnicity Percent of people with at least one dose with
reported race and ethnicity
Black 17.4%
Latino 10.8%
Asian or Pacific Islander 9.5%
White 56.4%

Source

According toFigure 2 and Tablel, as ofDecember 20, the key race and ethnicity breakdowns for
those receiving at least one dose are as followwith little change since last montl):
9 First, Blacks have received 7.4% of all vaccinations and65.9% of Blackshavebeen
vaccinated with at least one dose.
9 Secondlatinos have received 10.86 of all vaccinations and4.3% of Latinoshave been
vaccinated with at least one dose.
9 Third, Asians or Patfic Islanders have received %% of all vaccinations and 933% of Asians
or Pacific Islandershave been vaccinated with at least one dose.
M Fourth, Whites have received 564% of al vaccinations and 675% of Whiteshave been
vaccinated with at least one doseJource.

Figure 3: Cases by Race and Ethnicity

Cases by Race and Ethnicity” -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Asian or Pacific Islander I 9,167

Black - 55,989
Latino . 21,103
Native American | 525
Other Race . 12,720

Two or more races I 7,106
Not Reported - 66,339

Source
AFor more information on how VDH is presenting data on race and ethnicity, visit:
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race -and-ethnicity-reporting-update/

Casecounts have risen since last monthand 1 T OET OA O1 1T AAOO AiT1cOO 6EOCH
making it more important to focus efforts on vaccination. Moving forward, continuing to collect

data on race and ethnicity will be crucial to making more progresson vaccine equity in Virginia

This isespecially true given theknown increased anddisproportional risks faced by historically

marginalized populations in experiencing the worst effects and outcomes of COVID, including

Vaccine Equity Report Panuary2023 8


https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race-and-ethnicity-reporting-update/

death.Likely explanations for the unequal burden of disease on these populations include social
vulnerability, social determinants of health, anda pattern ofhistorical disparity. It will be crucial to
pay attention to these disparities aghe holiday seasorcontinues, possibly bringing another wave
of COVIDB19 cases.

Rural Areas

Figure 4 below displays the rural fion-metropolitan) areas in Virginia as defined by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB)Source). Areas in pink are rural localities while areasr beige
are considered nonrural (as defined by the OMB).

Figure 4: Rural and Non -Rural Areas in Virginia
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Source
Another way to examine rural andurban disparities is to examine rural, urban, suburbarand
exurban areas. The Isserman Classification systgigshown in Table 2below) uses a combination of

urban area population and population density to identify counties as urban, rural, or mixed.

Table 2: Percent Population Vaccinated by Urban and Rural J urisdictions (by Age Groups)

2013 SRHP Isserman Classification 5tol11 | 12to17 | 16to17 | 18to30 | 31to 50 | 51to 64 65+ Grand Total

Mixed Urban 41% 69% 73% 68% 69% 81% 88% 72%

Urban 38% 69% 75% 60% 72% 82% 86% 70%

Mixed Rural 25% 49% 56% 54% 60% 73% 82% 62%

Rural 17% 41% 47% 48% 54% 69% 78% 58%

Grand Total 34% 62% 67% 59% 67% 78% 84% 67%
Source

Rural areas, espeailly in southwest Virginia, continue to have lowervaccination percentagesas
comparedto other areas of the state. Therbave beensomeimprovements, primarily concentrated
in the northern, central, and southeastermegions (Figure 5). \accination hesitancy continues to b
an issue throughoutthe Commonwealth.As seen in Figure 6counties acrossVirginia are
experiencinga combination ofrisk levels. Fortunately, risk levels this monthremain relatively low.
Risk levels havealsoimproved this month in comparison to August wheralmostthe entire

Vaccine Equity Report Panuary2023 9


https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/76/2016/06/OMBDefinedRuralAreas.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/76/2016/06/OMBDefinedRuralAreas.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2022/04/Hospitalization-Stakeholder-Call_4.28.22.pdf

Commonwealth was experiencing highly elevated risk levels$Sourcg. As the winterand holiday
seaHn continues increasing vacmation rates will be crucial to maintaining lower risk levels.

Figure 5: Vaccination s by Locality z Percent of Total Population z As of December 20th, 2022

Percent of the Population Fully
Vaccinated

40.1% -
M 45.1%-
M 50.1%-
M 55.1%-
M 60.1%-
W 65.1+%

People Not Mapped : 804 721

Source

Figure 6: COVID-19 Risk Levels by Locality in December

% Vaccinated = Community risk level

Low level] @ mw» High level

Source

Third, as shown in Figures 7 and &omeurban and rural disparities remain in terms of cases as
measured by rates perl00,000 people. 8merural counties continue to showslightly higher rates
of casesthroughout the Commonwealth Southwest Virghia particularly has a higher case rate than
the rest of the state Death rates per 100,000 remairrelatively low in Virginia, with more deaths
occurring in southern Virginia, as shown in Figure 8

Vaccine Equity Report January2023 10


https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://covidactnow.org/us/virginia-va/?s=44153162

Figure 7: Cases of COVIBL19 Over the Last 13 Weeks in Virginia: Urban and Rural

Rates that are based on counts less
Rates per 100,000 of than 15 should be interpreted with
Cases by Report Date caution
<250

[ s00.1- 900.0
B 900.1 - 1600.0
[ 1600.1 - 2500.0
B 2500.1 - 5400.0

Source

Figure 8: Deaths from COVID-19 Over the Last 13 Weeks in Virginia: Urban and Rural

Rates that are based on counts less
Rates per 100,000 of than 15 should be interpreted with
Deaths by Date of Death  caution
O<s
[Je.0-100
[ 10.1-200
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Source
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-cases/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-cases/

Infections and Deaths since Vaccine Availability

VDHS O devedtAat vaccinations have saved livegSource Source. Despite some progress in
recent months, disparities remain in infections and deaths since the availability of vaccines,
especially concerning: 1) race; 2) age and sex; and 3) urbawral divides. Disparities detailed in
previous vaccine equityreports remain. As shown in Table 3Whites represent 61% of he
population, 56% of casesand 67 of deahs. Blacks representonly 19% of the pgoulation yet 23%
of casesand 23% of deaths Further, Hispanicamake up10% of the population yet 1446 of cases
and 6% of deaths When comparing the percentages in the population, both Blacks and Hispanics
still disproportionately contract COVID19, and Blacks disproportionately die from it.

Table 3: Comparisons of COVID-19 Cases, Deaths, and Population

% of Cases % of Deaths % of Total Population
White 56% 67% 61%
Black 23% 23% 19%
Hispanic 14% 6% 10%
Asian 4% 3% 7%
Other 3% 1% 3%

Source

Figures 9 and 10 showpatterns concerning cases and deaths by agece and ethnicityand sexfor
the last 13 weeksRegardingcases and agehose aged betweerb0-59 and 60-69 comprise the
segment of the populationwith the single largest number of casedkegardingcases and sex, those
identifying as females tend to represent more COVHDO cases. Concerning deaths aradje those
aged50+ comprisemost of the deaths from COVIE19 with noted risesin deaths for successive age
groups and with the bulk d deaths occurring in the age 86 category.Regardingdeaths andsex,
those identifying as male tend to die at alightly higher rate than thoseidentifying as female.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/virginia-department-of-health-updates-case-rates-by-vaccination-status-dashboard-to-better-inform-public-of-vaccine-effectiveness/
https://www.wavy.com/covid-19-vaccine/virginias-new-covid-19-dashboard-hopes-to-cut-down-vaccine-hesitancy/
https://www.kff.org/statedata/custom-state-report/?i=464095~464104~32128&g=va&view=3

Figure 9: Cases of COVIEL9 in Virginia: Demographics

Cases by Age Group -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Age Group

09 27,320

10-19 24 882

20-29 45,358

30-39 47,651

44, BER

40-49

50-59 52,624

B60-69 51,609

70-79 42,709

B0+ 32,695

Cases by Race and Ethnicity” -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Asian or Pacific Islander l 9,167

Black - 55,989
Latino .21.101

Native American | 525

White 196,954

Other Race . 12,720

Two or more races I 1.106

Mot Reported - 66,339
Cases by Sex -

All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Female 212,161

156,756

Male

Source

AFor more information on how VDH is presenting data on race and ethnicity, visit:

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race -and-ethnicity-reporting-update/
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race-and-ethnicity-reporting-update/

Figure 10: Deaths by COVID-19 in Virginia: Demographics

Deaths by Age Group -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Age Group
09 | 2

101’:‘|D
2029|D

Jﬂi‘ll?

40-49 g 43

50-39 171

60-69 285

70-79 576

B+ 1,183

Deaths by Race and Ethnicity® -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Aslan or Pacific islander I 46
Black . 256
Lating I 26
Native American | 0
Other Race | 10
Two or more races | 0

Mot Reported | O

Deaths by Sex -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Female 1,118

Male 1,149

Source

AFor more information on how VDH is presenting data on race and ethnicity, visit:

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race -and-ethnicity-reporting-update/
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race-and-ethnicity-reporting-update/

2. Vaccinations in FEMA Region 3

RegardingCOVID19 risk levels in December(Figure 11), most of Region 3is currently
experiencinglow or medium risk levels. At present, Virginia is the most atrisk in FEMA Region 3
when it comes to number of new case¥irginia has152.2 weekly new cases per 100,00(@lacing
Virginia first out of sixthin FEMA Region 3n terms of new weekly COVID19 cases per 100,000.
This meansthat Virginia is currently the most atrisk in the region. In terms of infection rate,
Virginia and West Virginia have the highest rate (1.11) in FEMA Region@Gn the other hand,
Virginia has one of the lowest weekly COVHD9 hospital admissions per 100,000 in the region, at
10.1 per 100,000 Source.

Figure 11: COVID-19 Risk Levels in December by County across FEMA Region 3

Low level emmmm» High level

Source

Further, as seen in Figure 12 below, updated FEMA data areailable concerning linkages
between vaccination coverage (low to high) and rankings on the social vulnerability index (SVI).
As shown below Virginia particularly faces issues of high SVI and low vaccination coverage. In
Virginia, these issues especiallgffect the southcentral and southwest parts of the state.
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https://covidactnow.org/?s=44153162
https://covidactnow.org/?s=44203167

Figure 12: Percent of Population Fully Vaccinated by Social Vulnerability Index, FEMA
Region 3

*Counties with lower reporting completeness
for vaccination coverage should be interpreted with caution.

FS Mod-High SVI High SvI
G -y High vC High vC
Z 2
g R
e
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3 % High SVI
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c ¥
o g
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S
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30-39.9%

0-29.9%

0-0.25 0.2501-0.50 0.5001-0.75  0.7501-1.0
Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)

Source

FEMA Region 3 and Race/Ethnicity

All areas in FEMA Region 3 continue to show racial disparities in the percages of vaccines
administered. Both Blacks and Hispanics/Latinos continue to see some improvements in
vaccination percentages but Blacks arestill behind in vaccinations. The vaccination disparity for

the Latino population reversed as of July 11, 2022, with 82% of Latinos vaccinated compared to
68% of Whites Sourcd. Virginia remains a leader in working to closegaps between the percentage
of cases and the percentage of vaccinations fordgks,Hispanics/Latinos, and Asians. Still,
comparing state vaccination rates by race and ethnicity ishallenging because of reporting
inconsistency and missing datan race and ethnicity(Source).
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-equity
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/latest-data-on-covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/latest-data-on-covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/

Figure 13: Blacks as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Black % of
Total
Location Population
Delaware 24% 22%
District of Columbia 57% 45%
Maryland 33% 30%
Pennsylvania 8% 10%
Virginia 23% 19%
West Virginia 5% 3%
Source
% of % of
Vaccinations Vaccinations
Black % of with Known with Known
Vaccinations Race Ethnicity
Delaware 20% 97% 81%
District of Columbia 46% 88% 92%
Maryland 28% 96% 96%
Pennsylw:mia1 9% 91% 81%
Virginia 17% 86% 86%
West Virginia 2 4% 97% NR
Source

Figure 14: Hispanics as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Hispanic Hispanic %

% of of Total

Cases Population
Delaware
District of Columbia 14% 11%
Maryland 17% 11%
Pennsylvania 14% 8%
Virginia 14% 10%
West Virginia 3% 1%

Source
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https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=black-percent-of-vaccinations--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-race--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-ethnicity&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D

% of % of

Hispanic % Vaccinations Vaccinations
of with Known with Known
Vaccinations Race Ethnicity
Delaware 11% 97% 81%
District of Columbia 14% 88% 92%
Maryland 11% 96% 96%
Pennsylvania ! 8% 91% 81%
Virginia 11% 86% 86%
West Virginia 2 NR 97% NR
Source

Figure 15: Asians as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Asian % of
Total
Location Population
Delaware 2% 4%
District of Columbia 2% 4%
Maryland 3% 6%
Pennsylvania 2% 4%
Virginia 4% 7%
West Virginia <1% 1%
Source
% of % of
Vaccinations Vaccinations
Asian % of with Known with Known
Vaccinations Race Ethnicity
Delaware 6% 97% 81%
District of Columbia 6% 88% 92%
Maryland 8% 96% 96%
Pennsylvania 1 4% 91% 81%
Virginia 9% 86% 86%
West Virginia 2 NR 97% NR
Saurce
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https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=hispanic-percent-of-vaccinations--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-race--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-ethnicity&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=asian-percent-of-vaccinations--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-race--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-ethnicity&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D

Figure 16: Whites as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

White % of
Total

Location Population 7

Delaware 47% 61%

District of Columbia 21% 37%

Maryland 43% 50%

Pennsylvania 74% 76%

Virginia 56% 61%

West Virginia 91% 93%
Source
Saurce
Notes:

1. Data does not include Philadelphia County due to differences in reporting data. As of 6/21, PA
total population data was updated to exclude Philadelphia; data should not be compared to
earlier periods due to these data changes or corrections.

2. Data prior to 4/12 will not reflect people receiving the single dose of the Janssen vaccine
because the data reflects people receiving the first dose ofdwse vaccinations.

3. Trends Over Time

Nearly three years into the COVIEL9 pandemic, there are stilinequities in overall vaccination
rates. However, these inequities have declined over tiria Virginia. Overall, minorities have
consistently had less access to vaccinations, and lowerayall vaccination rates, than Wiites.
Recently, those gaps have beguo narrow and VDH is working to further dispel disparitiesIn
addition, the 7-day averagenumber of casesncreasedlast winter due to the Omicron variant,
declined significantly during the spring, and started to climb againn late springand summer. As
part of its efforts to address inequities, VDH has transitioned itsommunity testing centers to a
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https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=white-percent-of-vaccinations--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-race--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-ethnicity&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D

